H STORY OF
SUSANNA GOUDI N ( GAUDI N) CARDON
Pi oneer of 1856

Witten and submtted to the Henry Ballard Canp of Daughters
of Utah Pioneers, by Rebecca Cardon Hi ckman Peterson, G and-
daught er.

Susanna Goudin was born in a little village in the
Pi ednmont Val | eys, called Prarustin, Italy. Her ancestors
were of the Vaudoi s peoples, sonetines known as Wil denses.
These peopl e have been known as martyrs for Christianity
since the time of Christ.

Because | have explained their struggles through
several generations of ancestors, in the history of John
Paul Cardon, her husband, | will not go into detail here.

Susanna Goudin was born in the mdst of such conditions
and environnment. She was of the Vaudois peoples who had found
a place of refuge in the Italian Al ps during the awful
persecutions that raged in the Piednont Valleys. She was born
July 30, 1833, at Prarustin, Piednont. Italy. Her
father was Barthel emi Goudi n and her nother was Marthe

Car don.

When she was five years old her father died and | eft
the famly to struggle for their livelihood. At this very
young age she had to work and hel p support herself. She
had to pick up potatoes, glean and get sticks ready for
the vineyard, as that was one of their sources of nmking a
living. When she was about 9 years old she had to | eave
home to get work to support herself. She did this by
pi cking |l eaves fromthe mulberry trees to feed the silk
wor ms. She earned ten cents per day doing this. \Wen she
was 12 years old she learned to reel silk and earned
twenty cents per day. She continued in this work until she
left Italy to cone to Ut ah.

Susanna Goudi n was the | ast one of her nother's fanmly
to join the church and this she did in 1853. She was
bapti zed by Brot her George Dennis Keaton and confirnmed by
Br ot her Jabez Wodward in Piednont, Italy. She left for
Utah in 1855 with sone rel atives of hers, naned Pierre
Stalle fanly.

She was the | ast nenber of her family to join the
church because she was not living at hone when the rest of
the fanmily was converted. Her nother, who was a poor
wi dow, had little but her hone and what she could earn to
support her family. One of their neighbors tells that when
this fanmily joined the church the elders wanted this poor



wi dow to sell her home and give the nbney to themto do as
they saw fit with it.

She refused to do this as she wanted the noney for
herself and famly so that they could conme to Utah. Also
she could not attend her neetings regularly because she had
to work. Because of this, and other reasons, this famly
was cut off fromthe church

Susanna was not at hone at this tine, and when the
B ders talked with her they urged her to conme to U ah. She
was filled with the spirit of gathering and under these
trying conditions she decided to | eave her loved famly
and conme away to Utah all alone. She was the only nmenber
of her imrediate famly to come to Utah and she joi ned
with the famly of a near relative, Pierre Stalle, and
traveled with them Because of the anger and persecutions
of the people of Italy against the people who had joi ned
with the "Despised Mornons" they had real difficulty in
getting enough together to permt themto | eave.

Susanna and group traveled the same way that all these
people had to travel in those days. They |eft Piednont and
travel ed by carriage to Pignerol (Pinerolo) fromthere to
Turin, the capital of Piednont, thence to the town of Suza
by railway; then up the steep M. Cenis in a large coach
pl aced on sl eds and drawn by sixteen governnent mules,
much of the way being covered by perpetual snow and ice.
Then to Loundsburg on the Savoy side, where the carriages
were taken fromthe sleds, and then by coach to Lyons,
France. From Lyons they traveled by railway to Paris and
fromthere by rail to Calais by steamer to London and by
railway to Liverpool, where they renmained a short tine
while waiting for the ship to sail.

On Dec. 12, 1855 they sailed on the ship John J.

Boyd. In the conpany were Pierre Stalle, wife and four
children, Mchel Bosio, wife and eight children, G ovann
Roshon, wife and four children, Pietro Chatelain,

Madel ona Mal an, Enrichetta Chatclain, and Catterina Godin.
These were Susanna's close friends and rel atives. On the
same boat were 437 Saints from Denmark, Norway and Sweden
and 42 from Great Britain. Canute Peterson was in charge
of the conpany.

The following is taken froma letter witten by C. R
Savage and published in the MIlenial Star, Vol. 18, page
209. He tells of the journey by ship: "The Saints were, by
the sound of the trunpet, called to prayer nornings and
eveni ngs. Meetings were also frequently held in the Danish,
English and Italian | anguages.... The weat her got wor se
after crossing the Banks, so nmuch so that we were driven into
the Gulf Streamthree tines and many of our sailors were
frost bitten. Qur captain got superstitious on account



of the long passage, and ordered that there should be no
singing on board: the mate said that all ships that had
preachers onboard, were always sure of a bad passage;

however the Lord heard our prayers, and i n Hi s own good tine
we arrived at our destination. On the evening of the
fifteenth of February we were safely at anchor having been

si xty-six days out from Liverpool...Qur water supply was

al nost exhausted. We had on arrival only about one day's

wat er on board."

They | anded in New York March 15. 1856, and fromthere
they went to St. Louis by train. Susanna stayed there sone
time and then went to Florence, Nebraska. While in Florence,
Susanna worked for a man by the nane of Sanuel Lee. He had a
store but she helped in the house and al so hel ped picki ng
fruit. (She has nentioned raspberries). The Lees were good to
her and when she | eft they gave her a new dress and bonnet.
They went to the river where they had boats and gave her a
feather tick but she could not take this with her

Susanna and the Stalles crossed the plains in the First
Hand Cart Conpany, under the direction of Edrmund El | sworth,
and they arrived in Salt Lake City, Sept. 26, 1856. There were
five hundred English people in the first Hand Cart Conpany.
They were divided into smaller conpani es.

The first day they traveled but a fewniles to a place
call ed "Brigham Young's Grave Yard".

Susanna had brought enough clothes to | ast her for
sonetine but the captain told her that she could not bring
them and said she would have to throw their things away. He
was not good to the French saints. After they had t hrown away
their clothes he permtted sone of the English girls to take
their things and wear them

Susanna and some of the French saints felt so badly that
they decided to pile their things that they could not take
with theminto a pile and burn themrather than see them taken
and worn by others who did not need them The following is
taken from the autobi ography of Margaret Stalle Barker who was
of the famly of Pierre Stalle, was related to Susanna and
traveled in the same conpany: "The M. Ellsworth who had
charge of the conpany, for sonme reason, badly mstreated the
French saints, even depriving themof food. It is clained by
the children of Pierre Stalle (Peter} that he died of
starvation. It is claimed that M. Ellsworth sold part of the
food that should have gone to the saints.

VWhen Pierre (Peter} Stalle was dying, his wife clinbed
to the wagon to have a few | ast words with her husband.

Ell sworth canme with a rope and cruelly whipped her until she



was forced to get down. This was verified by the French
famlies who came. The captain was a very nean man. At one
time a man di ed and they whi pped and ki cked him and threw him
under the tent. His wife took his shoes to wear and sone | ady
called her a dirty Italian".

Susanna t hought she would get it back on them so one
day an English boy told her he would give her sone fire wood
for a kiss. She took the wood and then slapped him His
not her called her bad names. The next day it was raining
and she had buffalo chips as well as sone wood to burn.
They al ways gat hered wood by day for their fires at night.
She pulled a hand cart all the way across the plains".

My grandfather Cardon's second wife was only a snal
child .of two years at this time. Her nane was Magdel ene Beus
and she rode nost of the way across the plains in Susanna's
hand cart. Little did they know that they would both, sone
day, be married to the sane nman, John Paul Cardon.

The following is taken fromthe diary of the conpany:
"August 17: The camp noved out at a quarter to 9 AM and
traveled 12 miles. W crossed Wl d Creek and ascended the
Sandy Bluff. We crossed the Bluff to the left instead of
going up the old track. It is easier for hand-carts and ox
teans. The road today was very sandy for several mles.

Passed over several creeks. Canp at 4 P.M on the side of
the Platte opposite to Ash Grove. Brother Peter Stalle died
today. He was fromltaly".

My grandfather, John Paul Cardon, with his parents and 3
brothers and 2 sisters had arrived in 1854. They had settl ed
at Brigham s Fort, Ogden. Upon hearing of the arrival of the
Hand- Cart Conpany, he and his brother Phillip, immediately
went to Salt Lake City and brought Susanna and the Stalle
fam |y back to Brigham s Fort, where they assisted in building
them a crude dug-out in whichtolive this first
winter. The winter was very sever e and at tines the
Cardons had to go and dig them out of the snowas t hey were
conpletely covered up. Margaret Stalle Barker wites, "while
in Ogden they were snowed in in their dug-out, w thout matches
or a clock. They did not even get out of bed as they could not
tell the tinme or nmake a fire. Paul Cardon canme and dug us out.
Susanna Goudin went to live with the Cardons".

Paul Cardon asked Susanna to marry him She had fallen in
Il ove with a young Englishman while working in Florence. Neb
She could not marry himas he was not of her faith, but she
still loved him She was alone in Utah and did not have any
noney.



The following is also taken from Margaret Stalle Barker's
account: "The Cardons canme in 1854 and the others in 1856.
Susanna Gaudin married Paul Cardon. He was 16 and she was 22.
At this tinme she was very nmuch in love with a young Engli shman
but because She was al one and was influenced by Father Cardon
she married Paul. She grieved over this for years. In fact
until she went to the endowrent house. She wept bitterly, when
she went there. Brigham Young, seeing her, sensed her trouble
and told her to go through and all would be well with her. And
this was literally fulfilled, as when they were old | have
sel dom seen a nore devoted couple." They were marri ed March
16, 1857. They had six sons and five daughters.

Susanna's early trials and experiences were numerous. In
1858, when Johnston's Army canme she went south with a baby
about two nonths old. She carried the baby in her arnms, while
she wal ked and drove cattle. Her husband stayed behind to
guard the property. There were two fam lies that had but one
yoke of cattle between them They cane back in August. Wile
in Ogden they earned a living by farm ng. Flax and henp were
rai sed and Susanna prepared it and spun it into thread and
sold it in Salt Lake City for twenty-five cents per knot. The
demand for it was so great that she could not supply it.

The | ndi ans gave them consi derable trouble. At one tine an
I ndi an canme and wanted her to go away with him She refused to

do so and he took her ol dest son, Phillip, and threw him on
his horse, thinking she would follow. She pulled himoff tw ce
but could not get himaway. The nmen were all in the field sone

di stance away, so her mother-in-law got up on the house and
whi stled for them The nmen heard her and canme running to see
what the trouble was. VWhen the Indian saw that his purpose was
def eated, he left the child and went to a nei ghboring house
and threw their things all out doors in his anger.

In 1860 she canme with her husband, to Logan to help
settle Cache Valley. She had two children at this tine.
During the first spring in the valley they sowed over 40
bushel s of wheat, but reaped only 7 bushels, due to grass
hoppers. There were only a few famlies in the valley at
this time and the Cardons entered, at once, upon the
activities necessary to protect thenselves and nei ghbors
agai nst the then savage Indians and to the work of building a
new "Mornon Settlenment”.

After the grasshoppers ate nost of their grain, they
managed to save enough wheat for flour and with care
t hey had bread enough to last through the tinme of
fam ne. They lived on bread and water and greens and
what ever el se they could get.



Susanna’ s husband was one of the |eading citizens in the
community, being a 1st Lt. of Cavalry in the mlitia and the
first treasurer of the city of Logan and al so acted as Marshal
for many years. He had charge of building the Tenple MII in
Logan canyon whi ch furni shed nost of the |unber for the Logan
Tenpl e. He assisted in the surveying and building of the
Logan Canyon road, thus connecting the Bear Lake Region with
Logan. He assisted in building the first house in Logan. It
was made of logs. He and his fanmily lived in a | og house,
themsel ves, for sonme time and in about 1869 or 1870 he built
the first house of any size to be erected in Logan. It was
made of adobe.

In 1870 they were call ed upon by the church authorities to
build this large home, costing in the nei ghborhood of five
t housand dollars, which was to be used as a hotel and room ng
house. This was requested to be built so that the people
coming to Logan to do work in the tenple would have a suitable
pl ace to stay. This building was | ocated one half bl ock west of
mai n street, on 1st north, near where the Dean C. Pack Mbtor
Conmpany is now | ocated. It was called the Cache Valley House.
They were instructed to listen through a thin partitioned
wall, to the plans of the U S. Deputies
who were trying to track down and puni sh pol ygany offenders.
Many plans were reveal ed this way and nmany saints were warned
intime to save them from being caught. My father has told
that many times he went out the back door of a honme, after
warning the saints, just as the deputies cane in the front.
They continued in this work for about ten years and when the
deputi es becane suspicious of my grandfather he went into the
North West to work on the railroad, taking part of the ol der
famly with him His wives were left to run this house, and
they did not feel able to continue alone, so it was sold.

The following is taken from "Heart Throbs of the West",
Vol . 3, page 131. "To the Italian origin of Paul and Susanna
Cardon, Cache Valley owes its mulberry trees and its attenpts
at silk culture. Quote: They were quick to see the simlarity
of conditions in Cache Valley and their native northern Italy,
and as they were both famliar with all of the branches of
silk culture they decided to try it here.

M. Cardon sent to France for mul berry seeds. These
were planted and the trees grew well and were the first
ones to be grown in northern Utah. Wen they were | arge
enough to produce | eaves, M. Cardon sent to France for
eggs of the silk worm These eggs were hatched by putting
themin a bag and keeping the bag warm by hangi ng t hem
around their necks. These wornms grew and ot hers were
rai sed and when the supply was sufficient they began to
reel the silk. M. Cardon made the reel and Ms. Cardon
did the reeling. It was the twi sted reed and was nuch
better than the flat silk. The silk was sent to Salt Lake
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to be woven and was found to be of such high quality that
Pres. Brigham Young call ed Susanna on a mission to Salt
Lake City to teach others to reel silk. She left a baby a
year old and six other small children and spent three
months in Salt Lake City, without pay, in this work.

In 1878, the Relief Society of Logan decided to try
and raise their own silk and Ms. Cardon furnished the
eggs of the worm and taught classes of young wonen to care
for the worms and sell the silk. This was all done without
pay but as a service to her church and community.

The biggest and best worns were saved to let the noth
conme out and lay nore eggs, and this silk was used to make
coarser clothes. The other cocoons were placed in tubs of
hot water to |loosen the silk and was then reeled into
hanks. Ms. Cardon's silk was of very high quality and she
received nedals for the excellence of her silk from New
Jersey, California, Chicago and St. Louis. Ms. Cardon
gave over two roons of her house for the silk industry and
kept at this work-for about 15 years..."

From Margaret Stalle Barker's biography: Susanna G
Cardon was called as a missionary by Brigham Young to
introduce the culture of silk worns and the silk industry
in Uah to the Relief Society sisters. As he watched her
wor k he thought she nust have sone trick in handling the
silk threads. So she put her hands in his and took it
t hrough the process giving it a quick flip and putting it
on the reel, thus showing that it was all in know ng how
to handle it. The silk she wove was of a very high grade
and was as good as any fromltaly. Susanna went to S. L.
several times with Zina Young to teach this".

She was a teacher in the Relief Society and she was the
2nd or 3rd nenber to join that organi zation in Logan.

In 1892 the fam |y noved to Benson Ward where M.
Cardon had purchased a large farm They lived there for 20
years. Susanna was a teacher in the Relief Society for 9
or 10 years. Later she was made first councilor to
Presi dent Roundy. She held that position for 9 years. She
| oved the people and they |ikewi se |oved her. Her faith in
the prom ses of the Lord was great.

VWhen her children were sick she would always call on
the elders to adm nister to them When she was unable to
get the elders she would pray for them herself, as she was
al one many tines. She obeyed all of the principles of the
gospel which she had enmbraced. Her charity and integrity
wer e known everywhere she went. The Lord blessed her with
i nspiration and dreans which were a great guide to her.

My not her, her daughter-in-law, asked her how she
could raise so large a famly so well, w thout any
education or advantages of any kind and she said she
"rai sed them on her knees." My nother has told ne that she
was a wonderful nother-in-Iaw, always praising her and
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never interfering i n any way. She was a kind and | oving

not her full of patience and |ong suffering and woul d rat her
suffer herself, anytine, than to cause others to do so. She
was a good nei ghbor. She took pleasure in doing good for

ot hers.

She was a loving wife. | have been told that she took
pride and pleasure in the appearance of her husband and
children. They were always clean and well clothed. She,
hersel f, was al ways neat and clean, and well dressed even in
old age. She was very talented with her hands and did nany
beautiful things in the line of sewi ng, weaving, knitting and
crocheti ng.

In 1913, after living in Benson Ward for twenty vyears
they decided to retire from the farm and conme back to Logan
where nost of their children lived. They also wanted to be
near the tenple so that they could do the work for their
Kindred dead. They l|ocated in the Logan Seventh ward, and
there they lived until the death of her husband in 1915.

| remenber visiting themin their Benson Ward hone nany
times while | was still a small child. It was always a thrill
One of the nobst fascinating things about their farm hone was
the boat house that stood down on the Bear River. W could
|l ook at it but nust never get into the boat. | remenber that
Grandnot her Cardon and Aunty Cardon always lived in the sane
house, each having their own side and their own furniture and
per sonal bel ongi ngs. W always went into Aunty's side of the
house to visit for a little while when we were visiting in
Benson Ward. The two wi ves and families never seenmed to have
any trouble and | have never |earned of any quarrels or strife
in their hone. They | oved and respected each other and | was a
big girl before I knew for sure, which were my father's own
brothers and sisters instead of half-brothers and sisters.

After the death of her husband, Susanna spent the
remai nder of "her life with her daughters, always keepi ng busy
and useful. She did many beautiful pieces of knitted |lace and
| am the proud possessor of a pair of pillowslips with
knitted | ace on them about six inches wi de, which she nade.
She passed away Dec 8, 1920.

"She was a spl endid neighbor, a loving wife and nother
and took pleasure in doing good to others, always having in
her m nd the happi ness and wel fare of others. Few persons, if
any, have ever been nore | oved and revered than has Susanna
Cardon. Her faith in God and His glorious work was i ndeed
sublime, and she radiated the spirit of love to such a
wonder ful degree as to inpress all who ever associated with
her. She goes to a well earned reward, a realization of a
wel | spent and beautiful life, filled with service and
sati sfaction:

Her funeral was held Decenber 11, 1920 in the Stake
Tabernacle. The large assenbly hall was filled with relatives
and friends to honor one whomthey dearly |oved and revered.



At the tinme of her death she had sixty grand-children and
forty-five great grand-children to bless her nenory. Her
posterity now goes into the hundreds. She is buried in the
Logan City Cenetery and her grave overl ooks the beautiful
val | ey which she helped to settle and to build.

She was the mother of 11 children. The followi ng are
names and pl aces of birth:

Philip Cardon. Jan. 29, 1858, Ogden, Utah

Martha Mary Cardon (Merrill), Dec. 7, 1859, Ogden, Utah

Susette Cardon (Ricks), Jun. 23, 1861, Logan, Utah

Sarah Ann Cardon (Turner) Nov. 30, 1862, Logan, Utah

Loui sa Cardon, Aug. 14, 1864, Logan, Utah

John Paul Cardon, Nov. 19, 1866. Logan. Utah

Loui s Sanuel Cardon, Jun. 23, 1869, Logan, Ut ah.

Lucy Cardon (Merrill), Feb. 28, 1871, Logan, Utah

Joseph Emanuel Cardon, Oct. 28, 1872, Logan, Ut ah.

Moses Cardon, Jun. 16, 1875, Logan. Ut ah

Ezra Barthol me Cardon, May 26, 1878, Logan, Utah.

Four of her children proceeded her in death.

MY GRANDMOTHER' S CREED
R. C H
G ve me faith, strength and courage, | pray.
Faith to live serenely, day after day.
Unshaken faith through anguish or joy,
Faith death or dishonor can never destroy!
Faith that does not falter when the stricken
heart's ny own.
Faith to | ook upward and say, "Thy will, Father, not
n ne be done".
Faith to keep clean and pure until |life's race is run
Faith to smile, and | abor, until each day is done.
Faith yet, when eternal life cones ny way,
That faith will bring peace to the cl ose of day.




THE STORY OF THE CRIG N OF THE MJULBERRY TREES | N CACHE
VALLEY

Phillipe Cardon and his famly cane fromthe Piednont
Valley in Northern Italy early in 1854 and to Cache Valley in
1859. Here he and two of his sons - Paul and Thomas renmi ned
and nade their hone.

Paul married Susannah Goudin who was also fromltaly. She
had becone efficient in-the silk industry while in her native
home and she and her husband soon di scovered that there was a
great simlarity between this Valley and the Pi ednont and
they decided to try silk culture here.

The Logan Republican, a newspaper, of August 27, 1908

says:

"To the origin of the Cardons, Cache Valley owes its
nmul berry trees and its attenpt at silk culture. Both M. and
Ms. Paul Cardon had becone familiar with all branches of silk
culture in their youth and seeing the simlarity of conditions
in Cache Valley and northern Italy, deternmned to start the
culture here.

M. Cardon sent to France for nul berry seeds and silk
worns. The trees grew well and many of themare still |iving.
The worns spun silk of excellent quality, which Ms. Cardon
reel ed and which was woven in Salt Lake City. Ms. Cardon
reeled the first silk produced in Utah and is probably now the
only worman in the state who knows the art."

Paul and Susannah Cardon were ny grandparents. He
built the equipnent, and helped with the trees and worns, but
Grandma Susannah did all of the reeling, etc. She received
many prizes for the excellent quality of her work. She was
called on a short nission by Brigham Young to go to Salt Lake
and teach other wonmen how to reel silk.
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LOGAN, UTAH, JULY 18, 1865. A PATRI ARCHAL BLESSI NG BY C. W HYDE
UPON THE HEAD OF SUSANNAH CARDCN, DAUGHTER OF BARTHOLOVEW AND
MARTHA GOUDI N, BORN JULY 30, 1833 AT | TALY.

Susannah, in the nanme of Jesus, | place ny hands upon your
head and seal on you a father's blessing, and you shall have
great w sdom and know edge bestowed upon thee, and the visions
and revel ati ons of Heaven for no good thing shall be held from
thee, and thou shalt live until the com ng of the Messiah,

i nasmuch as thou desire it with all thy heart.

Thou art of Ephraimand a |awful heir to the ful ness of
the priesthood, and with thy conpani on have a great ki ngdom
upon the earth in due tine.

Thou shalt see Zion redeened and Israel gathered in
peace. Thou shalt be crowned with glory with all thy
father's househol d. Amen.
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